[Prevalence of immunity to hepatitis viruses in pregnant women from the health area of Gijón (Spain)].
The objective of the study is to determine the prevalence of hepatitis B or C chronic infection, and hepatitis A or E immunity among pregnant women from Gijón, as well as their clinical and epidemiological antecedents. HBsAg and anti-HCV were determined in 2287 pregnant women consecutively attended in the Cabueñes Hospital, Gijón. Ninety nine of them, non-European or Gipsy, were also tested for anti-HAV IgG and anti-HEV IgG as were a sample of 325 and 365 respectively of the remaining 2188. Several clinical and epidemiological parameters were checked in all of them. Hepatitis B virus: 10.8% (246/2287) were previously vaccinated. Among the 2043 non vaccinated, 0.8% (17 cases) were HBsAg+. None of them had HBV replication and in 59% (10/17) the HBV infection was unknown. Hepatitis C virus: 1.44% (33/2287) women were anti-VHC+, 1.26% (29/2287) anti-VHC and PCR+. In 28% of them (8/29) no parenteral risk factor was identified. Again, the infection was unknown in 58% (17/29) previously unknown. Hepatitis A virus: excluding non-European and Gipsy women, with a rate of immunity against HAV in younger than 29 years-old of 57% (12/21) and 89% (16/18), respectively, the anti-HAV IgG was positive in 17% (22/128) of the women younger than 29 years-old, 28% (60/214) between 29 and 36 years-old, and in 56% (13/23) of those older than 36 years-old. Hepatitis E virus: anti-HEC IgG was found in 2% (2/99) non European or Gipsy pregnant women and in 0.6% of the rest (2/325). a). Vaccination rate against hepatitis B virus is still low among pregnant women in Gijón; b). most of HBsAg+ or anti-VHC+ ignore it and many of them have not an evident risk factor; c). susceptibility to hepatitis A infection is high, with progress towards adult age, and d). remember the possibility of infection by hepatitis E virus.